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DOCUMENTATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

PROGRAMS

In the field of Early Childhood Education, there is a
growing movement towards co-constructed curriculum.
This means that both students and educators have input
into the curriculum studied. Observation and
documentation are the key tools used in generating
curriculum direction.  Although many centres aspire to
implement these techniques, educators are often thwarted
by issues of time, staffing, and financial feasibility.

At the Lyceum we encounter these same obstacles, but
we have experienced the intrinsic role documentation plays
in program excellence, and are committed to its process
despite associated challenges. ~ We use observation and
documentation to help us choose the topics and sub-topics
that we investigate, and also to help build transparency
between home and the learning environment at the
Lyceum.

Thank you for your patience during the last term’s
delayed documentation. With the transfer of staff, it was
necessary to put instant feedback on hold in order to
maintain program excellence during staff training.
Documentation is something we take very seriously as it
keeps our programs on the cutting edge of Early Childhood
Education.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to all the families who supported us this
past year through sign theft, art damage, and unforeseen
program needs. In no way did we expect such a generous
response to the letter Liz Cullen and Marcia Sauder
wrote to our community. We cannot help but notice that we
have friends in this neighbourhood.

Thank you to Will Lee at Mayhew-Sherwood

Florist who has helped supply us with the flowers and
herbs that the children have planted in the Lyceum garden.

Thank you to Greg Purcell for teaching us the
technical process of wood-turning during our workshop
with our Homeschoolers Summer Camp. Greg set up shop
in the Lyceum garden and we were able to observe his craft
up close. He also shared his philosophy about the
sustainable sourcing of wood, and the natural life-cycle of

the largest organism in the plant family. Greg was
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extremely generous with his time, and we are grateful for
the bowls he donated to the Lyceum.

VOLUNTEERS AT THE LYCEUM

Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers for

your generous support. These exceptional individuals make
it possible for us to run all of our programs at the Lyceum
from our Early Childhood Programs, Writers’” Workshops,
Bookclubs, Summer Camps and Open Mics. We couldn’t
do it without your help!
This past year, we
had over 35
volunteers in our
various
programs.. While
the majority of
our volunteers
are students, our
volunteer
community also
includes adults
looking to make a meaningful contribution by setting aside a
few spare hours each week.
With some of the new programs we are adding this
year, we will continue to rely on our strong volunteer base

for support. We are presently accepting volunteer

applications from both new and returning volunteers for
daytime, afternoon, and evening timeslots. Our volunteer
orientation day has been scheduled for September 8th,

at 6:30 pm. Pizza and beverages will be served.
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Story Symbols hidden within the Lyceum:
Our Garden Space
Christianne 1s an avid
gardener and collector of
unusual flowers and plants, in
fact the title of her thesis is
called “The Tangled Garden.”
Creating a green space at the
Lyceum, however small is
important to her.
When the Lyceum first
opened, some of you may

remember a triangle-shaped
area of soil on the west side of the front of the building.
Bicycles and foot traffic helped transfer soil and mud inside
the Lyceum doors. There was an unresolved debate as to
whether that piece of the garden belonged to the Lyceum
or the city.

Finally after eight months, several Lyceum children
took great pleasure in helping Christianne plant a butterfly
garden. Alexandra and Adrian Shafer spent their lunch
breaks reconditioning the soil and preparing the bed for
planting. Will Lee from Mayhew-Sherwood Florist was
delighted when the Kindergarten and Grade One children
came to pick out various perennials to attract butterflies
(after reading the book Butterfly Garden).

Things did not go entirely smoothly. Several
perennials mysteriously disappeared. The first time, Will
gave us a discount on replacement flowers and when those
again disappeared, he donated flowers in order to keep up
the children’s spirits. Ultimately the garden flourished, and
many children delighted in watering and caring for it.
Passers-by commented on the garden and the occasional
person warned us that the space actually belonged to the
city.

One day a city employee came to pave the garden.
The gentleman seemed very sad to bring an end to the
children’s project. He came in and asked if there was
anything we would like to do to personalize the triangular
piece of pavement. Older students had recently completed
a mosaic memory tile and it seemed perfect to use this to
commemorate the garden. The city worker also carved the
names of Alexandra and Adrian into the cement to
validate their hard work.

Our most recent Preschool class has seeded what was
left of the garden and the Kindergarten class has planted

the perennials and the annuals into a pattern, in
recognition of their recent study of writer and illustrator
Patricia Polacco. (It seems that half of Vancouver will
benefit from the preschooler’s effort since our beautiful
poppy seedpods have been collected by many passers-by.)
Please take a moment out of your busy lives to enjoy our

greenspace at pick-up and drop-off times.

Closing Words from the Lyceum Team

“The Lyceum first caught my attention by chance. A
window flyer for the Open Mic stopped me in the street
and pulled me in, but it is the engaging and supportive
spirit that keeps pulling me back.” -Michael Lagace

“I am frequently struck by the creative talent of the
children, youth and adults whose words, images, and
laughter fill this space. =~ Working here is a constant

mspiration.” -Irene Zafiris

“To quote an old Chinese proverb: ‘Be not afraid of
growing slowly; be afraid only of standing still.” The
Lyceum, with the help of all those involved -- past, present
and future -- has yet many places to go. May its journey
continue to be marked with growth and may its trials
transform into happy blessings. Thank you for being the

community that supports this space.” -Susan Ma

“I would liken the Lyceum to Mr. Magorium’s Wonder
Emporium. It is truly magical how this place comes alive

when children walk through the doors.” -Jamil Hayward

“Being an art school student means having a love/hate
relationship with art. Entering the Lyceum, I am quickly
pulled from my mental tantrum as the abundance of
laughter and awe-inspiring creativity envelopes me.
Watching a child fearlessly smear red paint or snip shapes
in a Matisse-like fashion, makes me believe in art all over
again.” -Nicole Jang

“Our second birthday is around the corner and yet it
feels like yesterday when we were camping out at City Hall.
I feel extremely privileged to have the opportunity to
engage in discourse with such bright and curious minds.
Contributing to the cultural fabric of Vancouver was a
dream that is beginning to unfold — thank-you for joining
the ride.” -Christianne Hayward



A Celebration of Art

Over the past year at the Lyceum, our students have produced an
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amazing body of work, while exploring a multitude of styles and

mediums. Here’s just a small selection from our various groups.

CHRISTIANNE'S LYCEUM
OF LITERATURE AND ART

Tel: 604.733.1356 Address: 3696 West 8th Ave., Vancouver BC V6R 1Z1
E-mail: lyceum@christiannehayward.com Web: www.christiannehayward.com




