











Closing words. ..

Giving Thanks

We are so grateful to all the volunteers
at the Lyceum because without them
our programs would not be what they
are! This summer, we would like to
make fond acknowledgment of Sarah
Hobbs, an amazing individual who has
volunteered more than 180 hours this
summer and helped to make our camps
outstanding! She's made this summer
memorable for our students with her
warm personality and delicious Apple
Betty. What a star you are, Sarah --
thank you so much!

Hidden Stories Embedded
Within the Walls of the

Lyceum...
Featured item:

Nicky Bear and His Friends

When Christianne secured her first
teaching position as a Kindergarten
teacher in Edmonton, Alberta, her
mother wanted to get her something
special to enchant the children with. She
looked in all the teacher stores and
nothing was quite right. She purchased
several books at the Village Bookstore, but
still didn’t feel satisfied. Finally, Bettianne
was at the Saturday Farmer’s Market in
the Strathcona area of Edmonton when
something, with her daughter’s name on
it, jumped out at her. A young woman
named Esther from BC had a stall that
Saturday and she was selling lovely stuffed
characters that she had made out of fun

fur. The best part was that they were
actually the characters to go with the
book Nicky Bear that Esther had
coauthored with her daughter Suzanne.
Nicky and his friends moved in with
Christianne and were always a part of her
teaching until she started working with
older youth.

As Christianne was setting up the Lyceum
last fall, Bettianne flew out from
Edmonton with her creative design ideas.
Nicky and his friends were taken out of
storage on Saturna Island and
reconstructive surgery was started on the
ferry back to the mainland. With a new
jacket and a few body stitches Nicky was
ready to charm a new generation of
children in the province of his birth. The
book is out of print and Esther hasn’t
graced the Farmer’s Market for almost 30
years, so Nicky and his friends are very
precious indeed. Take them down and
have a closer look the next time you’re in!

Closing Words From the
Lyceum Team...

What a ride this past year has been! Every
time I hear a child say, “The Lyceum is this
way,” or “My brother goes to the Lyceum
too,” it fills me with awe. How could
something I imagined be a real and solid
place in a child’s life experience? I wish all
of you could be in my shoes, it is truly a
privilege beyond words!

The theory-building, relationship building
and confidence building that goes on
within these walls is a result of some kind
of magic that I have little hand in. It just
happens! Of course, the beautiful space
and hypnotic energy of the people who
work here helps, but there is something
quite intangible that makes children
accomplish more than they think they can
possibly do. Thank-you for all your
support, trust and stories, which go a long
way toward making the Lyceum viable.

~ Christianne

We may choose to make a lot of noise
about this, or we may forget in our
continuing attempts to put one foot in
front of the other to keep pace with what
the Lyceum needs: it has been one

year. One year ago, we were jumping
hoops trying to get this space and trying
to transform it into what Christianne had
dreamed of, and we were sprinting and

stumbling, confused, hopeful and clinging
to all offers of help; one year ago...and
here we are now! My warmest hopes and
intentions go to the Lyceum, to
Christianne and to the people of this
place. This has been a big part of my life.
So whether we sound the horns or we
celebrate in quiet, I think congratulations
are in order. Congratulations — to the
Lyceum!

~ Susan

What a treat to be working with
Christianne again! It’s funny how we can
come full circle in our lives sometimes.... I
began my career with Christianne at the
UBC Child Study Center, as a teacher,
and now I am helping out with marketing
her beautiful Lyceum. It also feels really
great to be surrounded by the creativity
and dedication that the Lyceum staff
have. They are all an inspiration to me. I
look forward to meeting all of the families
involved in this amazing place!

~ Michelle

This time last year I was at home on
Vancouver Island, just having completed
my schooling when I received a phone
call from Christianne. I was presented
with an opportunity to be a part of her
new endeavor, "The Lyceum." Having
already developed an affinity with
Christianne and her philosophies around
teaching and working with children and
families, I knew it was a fit. Now, anyone
who knows me well, 1s well aware that it is
simply in my nature to "think about
things," ruminating over and over, sure to
take my sweet time before making any
decisions! I have to say that this was one
of the quickest decisions made with such
certainty, upon receiving that phone call.
Within a few hours I called Christianne
back to respond with a bottomless,
"YES!" Now, almost a year later, I can
honestly say that my time at the Lyceum
has enriched my life in many ways. I am
grateful to have had the opportunity to
work alongside so many wonderful
children and families. I am full of great
anticipation for what this year will hold.

~ Vanessa



