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Summary

Anahita, our central character, is a nomadic weaver living in 19th
century Iran. As sheis aPProaching a marriagcablc age, her father
informs her that she is to wed the leader of their tribe in the coming
year. As she finds the man utterlg rePulsive, Anahita becomes
determined to have a hand in her own fate. She devises a contest in
which suitors must guess the meaning of the riddle woven into her
weddin gcarpet. Often horrified bg Anahita’s somewhat sugragetist
ideas, her Vi”agc is all for abandoning the riddle contest when it causes
unexpected and dcvastating consequences. However, their oPinion
soon changes when thcy find out whom theg can rea”g trust. Anahita
herself is badlg shaken bg this turn of events and even offers to
abandon her riddle contest, but this time her vi”age is behind her and
will not let her fail. As for her suitors, her test of wit draws a trulg
extraordinar9 group of men, includinga shcphcrd, a school teacher

and a Princc.

Anal ysis

With every work of art, there is alwags the seen and the unseen. What
you see are the words on the manuscript or the oils on canvas.
However, hidden forever are the bloocﬂ, sweat and tears, and most
importantlg, the soul of the artist. 1think that this book represents
this fact excc“cntly through Anahita’s weaving, Inside her wedding qali

are not onlg intricate clesigns but her memories, hopes and dreams.



You need to look below the surface to aPPreciate the full bcautg of
the work.

Our culture and the societg we grow up in both ProFoundly affect our
Judgcmcnt and attitude. For example, the western world’s stereotgpical
image of a Perxcect person would have different clualities than say, the
Pencect E‘thiopian. This is because with each culture or soclety there
are different admired traits and different ideas of what is Perceived as
normal. When Farhad states that marriage is what gives women value,
heis mcrclg citing his culture’s view of women in the society. Anahita is
also a character stecpecl in her culture. Though herideas may be
Progressivc, she is grounde& in her heritagc and her culture influences
herjust as it would anyone else. Her culture and heritagc symbolizc

who she trulg is at heart.

An arrangcd marriage is what the Plot of the book stems from. In the
nineteenth centurg, women throughout the world were considered
inferior to men and were treated as their property. Arranged marriages
would be used to make alliances, increase a Familg’s status orjust asa
way to ensure that their claughter’s future life was comfortable.
However, in most arranged marriages, love is not a factor and this can
lead to a very unhappg married life. With choice may come lovc, but
there are both good and bad choices as well as unforeseen
consequences. The motto of gesterdag is “rather safe than sorrg”, and
the motto of todag is “follow where your heart leads you”. A
combination of the two would be the Pencect compromise.

l love how Anahita’s character grows in this book. You can spot it’s
branches shooting out, leaves umcurling and then see it blossom all in
the space of 500 pages. How she has matured is shown most
Poignantlg at the end of the book when she is gjiven the chance to

choose her own husband. As she makes the most impor‘tant decision of



her lhce, you can see that her thoughts are much more mature than theg
were when we saw her first. The last sentence of the book is itself
reflective. “Onlg one short year ago, | argued with Maman that | would
never weave a stranger’s name into my Wedding qali”.

The use of sufi poetry brought a new dimension to the book, making
it simplcr, yet more complex at the same time. Very few words were
spol(en between Anahita and Arash, yetit was their shared thoughts
that bound them togcthcr. These thoughts and ideas found a form of
exl:)ression through poetry. The sufi poems are a mctaphor for life
and love, the thing not learned from books. The poems speak in
riddles, but their message is clear. When rcadingthem you gain special
insight, as well as different ways of seeing, Thcg bringgou closer to
9ourselmc, your inner self. Anahita and Arash look Aeeper and that is
whg theg find meaning in these poems. For them, the poems are notjust
a metaphor, but theg embo&g the true meaning, of life and love.

I found that most of the writing tec}miques used in this book, such as
the switchin g of the narrative between Anahita and her suitors, served
their purpose well, but one thing that 1 did not like was that at times,
blocks of time were left out of the story. | did like how the Plot
developed It was Fairlg straight{:orward but there were Plentg of twists
and cluirks to make it interesting, especiallg at the end of the book
when Arash gjves Anahita the oPtion of choosing her own husband. |
enjogecj the cjescriptivc detail in the Ianguage used as well as the use of

Persian words.

I would rate this book 9/10 fora delig}‘mcul read that embodies the old
and the new, stabilitg and change, and the seen and the unseen.
PeoPle who would enjog this book are those who look below the
surface to find “the Park within”.



